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MO’ Cowbell Marathon Economic Impact Summary 

2025 Event Overview 
The MO' Cowbell Marathon hosted by the EDC of St. Charles County continues to be one of 
the St. Louis region's most impactful community events, drawing thousands of runners and 
spectators to our community each year. This year’s event attracted 5,800 runners and an 
estimated 20,000 spectators, with 18% of participants traveling from outside the region and 
requiring overnight stays. 

Estimated Economic Impact 
Scenario Non-Local 

Spectators 
Direct Visitor 
Spending 

Total Economic 
Impact* 

Conservative 5% (1,000) $545,000 $870,000 

Moderate 10% (2,000) $724,000 $1.16 million 

High 20% (4,000) $1.08 million $1.73–$1.95 million 

*Includes multiplier effects for local business activity, supply chains, and household 
spending. 

Key Takeaways 
• Visitor Spending: Non-local participants and their guests generated an estimated 

$0.5–$1.1 million in direct spending on hotels, restaurants, retail, and 
entertainment. 

• Total Impact: Accounting for indirect and induced effects, the race’s total regional 
economic impact is estimated to be between $870,000 and $1.95 million. 

• Community Benefits: These dollars support local jobs, boost sales and lodging tax 
revenue, and reinforce St. Charles County's reputation as a premier destination for 
fitness and family-friendly tourism. 

Analysis Notes 
• Estimates are based on participation figures, Missouri Division of Tourism spending 

averages ($119.75 per visitor per day; average stay 2.9 nights), and industry-
standard regional multipliers (1.6–1.8).  

 


